
Welcome to this second number of Kilimo News..
This edition takes us to the heart of an issue that directly affects the lives of African communities : the land.
In Cotonou, on 2 and 3 August 2026, the 2nd African Youth Forum on Land, organized by Young Volunteers for the
Environment of Ivory Coast, a member of the Kilimo Ekologia movement, brought together young people, experts,
community representatives and civil society actors to discuss issues related to land access, governance and management.
The exchanges showed that land is not just a matter of property or plots. Behind every land is families, farmers,
communities, stories and livelihoods. When land use changes, social, economic and cultural balances can also be upset.

The urbanization that is gaining ground, the tensions between customary and modern law, private interests, but also new
dynamics related to carbon markets then raise an essential question: who decides the future of our territories?
This issue is directly related to that of food sovereignty. How do we produce and feed people if agricultural space is
shrinking, how can we ensure that communities are able to make a living from their activities if they gradually lose access to
the spaces on which they depend?and most importantly, how do we build land governance that puts community rights and
needs at the heart of decisions?
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Happy reading, and let's continue to cultivate the ideas that will grow Africa.

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 2026

In this number, we look back at some of the thoughts and voices that made a
difference to the Land Forum. Exchanges that show the challenges facing African
territories, but also a youth's willingness to take part in decisions that will shape its
future.
This reflection continues in Cotonou with the 17th World Social Forum, which opens
a wider space for meetings, debates and mobilisations around the great social,
environmental and political issues of our time.
From the land to the World Social Forum, questions are answered. Who decides?For
whom?And what future do we want to build together?
This is also where the Ubuntu spirit truly comes into its own : « I am because we are..
» Our territories, our resources, and our futures are interconnected. The solutions to
the challenges ahead can only be built by combining the experiences, knowledge,
and voices of those who bring our communities to life.
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